CHAPTER VIII
THE VICTORIES OF MONTCALM
IN France's last, most determined, and most tragic struggle for North America, the noblest aspect is typified in the figure of Montcalm.
The circle of the King and his mistress at Versailles does not tell the whole story of France at this time. No doubt Madame de Pompadour made and unmade ministers, but behind the ministers was the great administrative system of France, with servants alert and efficient, and now chiefly occupied with military plans to defeat the great Frederick of Prussia. At the same time the intellect of France was busy with problems of science and was soon to express itself in the massive volumes of Diderot's Encyclopedia. The soldiers of France were preparing to fight on many battlefields. The best of them took little part in the debilitating pleasures of Versailles.
Louis Joseph, Marquis de Montcalm, was a
178